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IWG-P-08-10 
 

Partnership Activities January-April 
 
This paper provides an update on LowCVP activities during the last four months 
since the last Innovation Working Group meeting. It is provided for information only. 
 
0 Summary 
 
The following highlights are identified: 
 

• 5th Anniversary celebrated 
• Chairman awarded OBE in New Years Honours list 
• Biofuels sustainability activities influence global debate 
• LowCVP invited to participate in the COMPRO project to procure low carbon 

buses 
• Director meets Liberal Democrats Shadow Transport and Environment 

Ministers 
• Evidence given to Environmental Audit Committee Labelling Inquiry 
• LowCVP to move (again!) 
 

1. LowCVP celebrates its 5th Anniversary 
 
The LowCVP 5th anniversary reception was held on 24th January in the Terrace 
Pavilion room at the House of Commons. Around 100 members of the Partnership 
attended the evening drinks reception which was hosted by Stephen Timms MP (now 
former) Minister of State at BERR. The LowCVP Chairman, Graham Smith, and 
Stephen Timms delivered speeches commenting on the Partnership’s progress.  
 
2. LowCVP Chairman awarded OBE in New Years Honours list 
 
The LowCVP Chairman Graham Smith has been awarded an OBE in the New Year 
Honours list for “services to the automotive industry.” Graham Smith, Senior Vice-
President, External and Environmental Affairs for Toyota Motor Europe, has been the 
Chairman of the LowCVP since its creation in 2003. He is also the current President 
of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

In a press release Greg Archer, the LowCVP Director, said “This award is well 
deserved and reflects the leadership Graham provides to the motor industry. Graham 
has genuine concern for the environment and has been instrumental in shaping the 
successes and direction of the LowCVP as a supportive and highly effective 
Chairman.” 
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3 Biofuels sustainability activities influence global debate 
 
The Partnership has continued to actively support the development of a sustainable 
market for biofuels through a range of activities.  
 
In January, the LowCVP managed programme of work to prepare carbon and 
sustainability (C&S) reporting guidance as part of the Renewable Transport Fuels 
Obligation (RTFO) was published by the new Renewable Fuels Agency (RFA). The 
Guidance, the first national scheme assuring biofuels sustainability, requires 
companies to provide information on the greenhouse gas savings and wider 
sustainability of the biofuels they provide compared to performance targets set by 
Government to encourage responsible sourcing. The guidance was developed with 
extensive stakeholder involvement and can be found on the RFA website 
(www.dft.gov.uk/rfa). Responsibility for the Guidance has now passed to the RFA but 
LowCVP continues to work closely with the team in an advisory roll and is also 
assisting Government in technical issues concerning the Renewable Energy 
Directive. 
 
In March, the LowCVP Director addressed a hearing of the European Parliament as 
part of its deliberations on the Renewable Energy Directive. The Director’s 
presentation outlined the need for, and practical challenges involved in, implementing 
sustainability criteria within the Directive. LowCVP was also invited by Defra to attend 
and present at the Taskforce meeting of the Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) as 
a member of the UK delegation. The meeting, held in Washington DC in March, 
included representatives from the UN Foundation and officials from Brazil, the USA, 
European Commission, The Netherlands and Germany.  
 
Together with Imperial College, LowCVP have also co-hosted a lecture by Professor 
Tim Searchinger who presented the findings of a Princeton University study into the 
life-cycle impacts of biofuels. The controversial study, recently published in the 
journal 'Science', concluded that almost all biofuels used today are causing more 
greenhouse gas emissions than conventional fuels when a full impact life-cycle is 
considered. Prior to the lecture, LowCVP hosted and chaired a meeting of 
Government officials with Professor Searchinger to input into the recently announced 
review of the indirect effects of biofuels.  

LowCVP also helped develop the programme, and chaired a pre-conference seminar 
on sustainability as part of the World Biofuels Congress. We have also organised a 
joint event with the UK Social Investment Forum (UKSIF) - Investment on Prospects 
in the Biofuels Sector. 
 
4 LowCVP invited to participate in the COMPRO project to procure low 

carbon buses 
 
The Deputy Director of LowCVP was invited to participate in the COMPRO project in 
March to present the Partnership’s work on bus procurement.  The COMPRO project, 
or to give it its full title “common procurement of clean and collective public service 
transport vehicles”, aims are to enhance the development of the market for clean 
buses through common procurement of these vehicles on a European scale.  The 
consortium comprises cities from France, Germany, Italy and Sweden.  The project 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/rfa
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has reached a stage at which they are developing a specification for the common 
procurement of buses.  Jonathan Murray presented the work of the LowCVP on 
procurement of low carbon buses, and the draft specification which has been 
developed in conjunction with Transport for London, MerseyTravel, PTEG and a 
range of other stakeholders including bus manufacturers and operators in the UK.  
The outcome of the meeting was that the COMPRO project have asked LowCVP to 
participate in their Procurement Management Group and will use the LowCVP draft 
specification as the basis for developing their procurement specification. 
 
5 Director meets Liberal Democrats transport and environment ministers 
 
The LowCVP Director met with Norman Baker and Steve Webb, Liberal Democrats 
Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and Environment respectively. At the 
meeting the Director encouraged the Liberal Democrats to press for a transport 
target within the Climate Change Bill (something supported by over 90% of 
members) and for a long-term target as part of the EU car-CO2 regulations. He also 
outlined the C&S reporting requirements as part of the RTFO and the need for an 
expansion of the Act on CO2 campaign. 
 
6 LowCVP give evidence to Environmental Audit Committee Labelling 

Inquiry 
 
In January, LowCVP gave verbal evidence to a sub-committee of the Environmental 
Audit Committee (EAC) as part of its inquiry into environmental labelling. This 
followed the written submission the LowCVP provided giving background on the 
design and implementation issues affecting adoption of the new car efficiency label 
agreement which was brokered by LowCVP. Points highlighted in the Partnership’s 
evidence included: 

• The label goes beyond the statutory requirements in the UK because the 
Partnership saw an opportunity for UK leadership in improving the 
effectiveness of the car CO2 labelling. Although voluntary 86% of new cars 
display the label. 

• Awareness of the car CO2 label is growing; a survey commissioned by the 
Partnership showed awareness of the label has increased to 44% in 2007, up 
4 percentage points from the previous year. 

• 70% of recent and prospective car buyers thought the label was either a very 
or fairly important source of information for comparing vehicles running costs 
and emissions. 

• Point of sale labelling is important. The vast majority of car buyers (78% of 
owners and 68% of intenders) still use car dealerships as their main source of 
information when buying a car. 

• The label could be extended to nearly new cars but the data which would be 
appropriate to display would have to be considered carefully. 

 
The SMMT was also invited to give evidence alongside LowCVP. 
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7 LowCVP to move (again!) 
 
The Secretariat has been informed by its landlords it will not be able to extend its 
present lease beyond May. This is since the landlord (French Chamber of Commerce 
in Great Britain) is releasing the tenancy. New premises will be sought in the Spring. 
 
8 LowCVP membership reaches 282 organisations 
 
Membership of LowCVP has now reached 282 organisations. Recent approved 
requests for membership are: 
 

 1. Climate Fuels    FWG/BWG 
 2. Commercial Group   PCWG 
 3. Ensus     FWG 
 4. Narrow Vehicle Research Institute IWG/PCWG 
 5. Flybrid Systems LLP   PCWG/IWG 
 6. Voller Energy Group Plc   PCWG 
 

9 Communication activities 
 
LowCVP representatives have spoken at the following events:  

 
• 9/1 Environmental Audit Committee – Environmental labelling 
• 18/1 Low Carbon Bus Procurement Workshop  
• 23/1 John Lewis / Cenex Eco Van Eco truck challenge 
• 24/1 ALD Conference – “Lets Drive Together” 
• 31/1 EC Urban Mobility Conference 
• 3/3 Biomethane Conference 
• 4-5/3 COMPRO Conference 
• 12/3 World Biofuels Congress 
• 26/3 Climate Group Biofuels webinar 
• 4/4 T&E AGM 
• 10/4 APSE Conference 
• 10/4 Transport Seminar - Association for Public Service Excellence 
• 14/4 Biofuels Conference Chatham House 

 
Future speaking engagements are: 
 

• 1/5 Electric Vehicle Conference – Arup / Cenex 
• 13/5 Biofuels workshop - IEA 
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The Secretariat continues to respond to a wide variety of requests from national, 
trade and regional media. The Secretariat is currently completing three articles for 
Green Fleet magazine and completed one for Environment Magazine. There are 
frequent requests for information from Partnership members and other stakeholders. 
 
The monthly e-newsletter issued by the LowCVP now has 1388 subscribers. The 
LowCVP website had an average of just under 7,000 visitors a week during the last 
quarter. 
 
10 Other Activities 
 
The Secretariat has participated in a range of other member / government-led 
activities including: 

• 9/1 Environmental Audit Committee – Labelling Inquiry 
• 10/1 DfT Act on CO2 meeting 
• 14/1 Meeting Cenex / Foresight Vehicle Knowledge Transfer Network 
• 16/1 DfT Tallow Project Steering Group 
• 16/1 All Party Parliamentary Renewable Transport Fuels Group 
• 17/1 RFA C&S Stakeholders meeting 
• 22/1 UKERC Steering Group What Policies are most Effective at Reducing 

Carbon Emissions from Transport? A comparison of interventions to encourage 
behavioural change and technological improvements 

• 24/1 LowCVP 5th anniversary reception 
• 25/1 German biofuel sustainability plans 
• 28/1 London Freight Plan Reception 
• 29/1 Agro commodities conference 
• 5/2 EIC Reception 
• 11/2 Meeting SMMT – Paul Everitt 
• 12/2 DfT Renewable Energy Directive workshop 
• 13 & 20/2 RFA C&S training workshops 
• 26/2 UKERC Steering Group 
• 10/3 Low Carbon Van Procurement workshop 
• 11/3 ISA Research project Steering Group 
• 13/3 King Review Launch 
• 14/4 PTEG Meeting 
• 17/3 SMMT New Car CO2 Report launch 
• 18/3 Campaign for Better Transport NATA appraisal report launch 
• 19/3 Tim Searchinger lecture 
• 25/6/3 Meeting Norman Baker & Steve Webb 
• 10/4 Meeting with DfT officials on van testing project management 
• 14/4 Meeting with DfT regarding Act on CO2 funding dedicated staff member 

to LowCVP 
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11 Working Group Activities 
 
 Issues addressed during the most recent meeting are detailed below. 
 
11.1 Bus Working Group 
 
The Bus Working Group met on the 23rd January. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Bus Subsidy Consultation briefing 
• Low Carbon Bus Procurement Feasibility Study update 
• Reviewed the BWG work programme 
• Euro Bus Expo 2008 activity 

 
The work programme is focused on taking forward aspects of the Powering Future 
Vehicles Strategy recommendations made by the Partnership relating specifically to 
buses.  The BWG will also be focusing efforts to respond to the Bus Subsidy 
Consultation to be issued in the coming weeks. 
 
The next meeting which is scheduled for the 4th June 2008 (to be rescheduled) will 
consider: 

• Bus Subsidy Consultation 
• Low Carbon Bus Procurement Feasibility Study final report 
• Low Carbon Vehicle Procurement Programme 
• Level of interest from bus operators in low carbon buses 

 
11.2 Passenger Car Working Group  
 
The Working Group met on the 2nd April and focussed upon:  

 
• Membership fees 
• Act on CO2 campaign review and forward strategy 
• Update on DfT’s van research proposal, consultation on Car CO2 Regulation 
• King Review and implications for workplan 
• Car advertising survey preliminary results 
• Advertising code of practice 
• SMMT CO2 report 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for the 25th June 2008. 
 
11.3 Innovation Working Group 
 
The Working Group met on the 29th February. The meeting focussed upon: 

 
• Membership fees 
• Review of IWG and its deliverables to both LowCVP and IWG members. 
• Review of the IWG workplan 
• Update on the TSB’s Low Carbon Vehicle Innovation Platform, feedback on 

the first call for proposals and future strategy development. 
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• Technology Road Mapping – update on the progress with updating the TRM 
by Foresight Vehicle. 

• Engaging with Investors – There was a presentation of the marketing plan 
behind the newly launched Environment Magazine, which incorporates the 
EAST Journal.  Including a proposal to collaborate on the i3 Innovators, 
Investors and Implementers Event. 

 
The next meeting of the IWG will be held on 23th April 2008. 
 
11.4  Fuels Working Group  
 
The FWG last met on the 15th February. The meeting discussed a range of issues 
including: 
 

• LowCVP strategy 2007-2010 and membership fees 
• An update on the Renewable Fuels Agency 
• An update on moving the RTFO to a carbon based scheme 
• New European proposals on the Renewable Energy Directive 
• An update on the biofuel label feasibility study 
• Report on the National Non Food Crop Centre’s (NNFCC) advanced 

biofuel project 
• Discussion on project proposals for inclusion in the 2007-2008 work 

programme.  
 
The next meeting of the FWG will be held on 8th May 2008. 
 
12 Future LowCVP meetings 
 
Dates for LowCVP meetings in the remainder of 2007 and throughout 2008 are 
detailed in the table overleaf. 
 
 Board SG BWG CVWG FWG PCWG IWG 
May 15    8   
Jun   4**   25  
Jul  2   17  9 
Aug        
Sep 11       
Oct  22   16 15  
Nov 25  5* 19*   12 
Dec        
* tbc, **to be re-arranged 
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